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coal-finder and Cfaandah restorer would never have beei
forgotten. As it Is, Lucie-Smith, now a General, has n<
letters after his name, although I and many hold that h<
earned them more than some of us more fortunate and less
deserving ones. He is one of many District Officers whc
have done eminent service and have gone unrewarded, whilst
others, who lived mostly in the hills, have carried off the
stars and ribbons.1 We, old friends of forty years' standing,
have not yet lost sight of one another. Once or twice in
the year we greet one another through the post, and occa-
sionally we arrange to meet and have a hand-shake and
a chat over old Chandah days. And the memory of Lord
Mayo and Bernard is not then forgotten. The General
lives in a beautiful house near the sea, where the roses of
his garden are as dear to him as once were the coal-mines
of his youth and the many improvements of remote Chandah.
And if his establishment is administered with half the vigour
and success that characterised his Chandah reign, that
household must be of the most approved model type, and
the admiration of the neighbourhood! Life in India, alas!
has some demerits, and gives one many a heart-burn. But
it has one solid merit, it gives one in exchange many a
staunch friend.

From Chandah the Viceroy and his party, I being still of
the privileged number, went on to Berar, where at Khangaon
His Excellency was to open the little line linking the cotton
market to the G.I.P. Railway, the first of the Indian State
lines. Since the day that Lord Mayo did me the '"un-
precedented honour of entrusting the management of this
important venture to me, the Government of India have
undertaken and carried out some thousands of miles of
State Railways in India, and a new line 'is hardly a matter

1 Alas! two days before the receipt of this proof, 1 heard that my dear old friend,
wk^ although in his eighty-sixth year, had been well and hearty, has suddenly'been
owcdoie by a distressing illness. Although he is still alive, he is hardly in a state,
to appreciate even the highest honours were they suddenly,1 but tardily, to be
luffed om ten! So thus my effort to bring his claims tinder notice has been
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